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2001 Highlights

SUMMARY:  PROJECT HANDCLASP is a vital part of the U.S. Navy's overseas people-to-people program and is an effective and highly visible way in which Americans, represented by U.S. servicemen and women, extend the hand of friendship to disadvantaged citizens of other nations throughout the world. In accomplishing its world-wide mission in defense of freedom, the U.S. Navy routinely deploys ships to all corners of the world. Many of these ships make space available to transport humanitarian materials for distribution to the ill, the needy and the poor in ports visited by those ships. These humanitarian materials reach the ships through a unique and vital program - PROJECT HANDCLASP.

DONATIONS:  Throughout the year 2001, individual Americans, service and religious organizations, and industries donate 60 tons of high-quality material to this unique Navy Program for our Sailors and Marines to distribute to less fortunate people overseas. Two of the most generous contributors during the year are Catholic Daughters of the Americas and Johnson & Johnson Corporation.  
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EAST TIMOR

"Our presence and our donations …were most appreciated by the people for all that the U.S. is doing to help them get established. The Timorese welcomed us, and bid us a heartfelt farewell as we departed. We thank PROJECT HANDCLASP for its generous support and donation of items to a grateful nation."
- Captain L.J. Watson, USN, Commanding Officer, USS PELELIU (LHA 5) ltr of 10 Oct 01
"The East Timorese people are heavily exposed to tuberculosis, malaria, hepatitis and dengue. A large portion of their water supply is contaminated by the open sewer system used in Dili. Many of the hygienic products donated [by PROJECT HANDCLASP] … will drastically cut down on the sicknesses that are being treated at the clinic."
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"As the truck pulled into the driveway at both the Bario Pite Clinic and the Balide Orphanage there were instantly East Timorese gathering around the vehicles. The children that initially gathered would shout "America" with a thumbs-up sign and all the volunteers realized the importance of this mission. Dr. Dan Murphy spoke to the volunteers prior to unloading the truck and explained how grateful he was on behalf of the East Timorese patients. He mentioned that the United States Navy has definitely made a positive impact in East Timor."
- Commander D.W. Epperson, USN, Commanding Officer, USS FLETCHER (DD 992) ltr of 25 Jan 01
Medical/Hygienic materials were given to Clinicas Del Mundo and Clinic Imanuel. Books, school supplies and sewing machines were given to Donnie Brasco High School. The Food pallets were given to Sisters of Charity - distribution was done by USS Cleveland [crewmembers]. The material was highly prized and gratefully received by all. 
- USS CLEVELAND (LPD 7) 130042Z APR 01
Materials distributed in Suai included 10 pallets of school supplies, food, hygiene products and medical supplies. 

- USS BOXER (LHD 4) 121233Z APR 01
"Thank you for doing great things for the people of East Timor. The people here sincerely appreciate the donations you provide…. You are truly making a difference in the quality of life of these people."
- Colonel S. E. Hoarn, USAF, Commander United States Support Group East Timor (USGET), ltr of 15 Apr 01 
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USS Harper's Ferry delivered 18 pallets of PROJECT HANDCLASP goods, 60 metric tons of food and administered medical and dental aid to 280 patients April 9 through 11, in support of a humanitarian aid mission and community relations project in Dili, East Timor.

- USS HARPER'S FERRY (LSD 49), NAVY COMPASS 10 May 01 
"The materials were turned over to Timor Aide, a United States Support Group East Timor (USGET) recommended organization…. Timor Aide expressed their gratitude for the supply of goods. In light of their recent political and social hardships, the people of East Timor are in desperate need of these materials.  The distribution of PROJECT HANDCLASP provided ship's force with a sense of charity and pride."

- Captain T.F. Carney, USN, Commanding Officer, USS JOHN PAUL JONES (DDG 53) ltr of 24 Jul 01
 Two thousand pounds of Handclasp material were delivered during humanitarian operations in East Timor on 15 September 2001.

- USS COMSTOCK (LSD 45) ltr of 21 Jan 02
…Two pallets were delivered in East Timor on 15 September 2001.

- USS DUBUQUE (LPD 8) ltr of 18 Jan 02
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THAILAND
Petty Officer Nobles stated,  "Although it was hard work transporting the material from the ship at anchorage to the hospital and school, it was well worth it to know that we helped someone that is not as fortunate as we are in America."

Petty Officer Raymond commented, "I think it was cool because we got to show another country that we have genuine concern about people around the world."

Petty Officer Stringer said, "This project was an excellent way to see parts of Thailand that most tourists don't get to see. The country is beautiful and the people are extremely friendly."
- USNS PECOS (T-AO 197) ltr of 26 Feb 01
"As the painting was being completed, a few of the volunteers went into the classroom to meet 
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the students and take the opportunity to teach a bit of English. Other volunteers started a soccer game in the schoolyard - and subsequently embarrassed themselves against the barefoot students. Shortly thereafter, the students began to hand the Sailors pens and their school notebooks, asking for the autographs of all the volunteers. Apparently they thought the Sailors were some kind of celebrities or movie stars.
This PROJECT HANDCLASP event [not only] accomplished much for the organizations and people assisted, but also for the ship.  As word got back to the crew on how much everyone enjoyed the day - many Sailors volunteered in advance for the next event, without knowing when or where it was going to be held." 
Commander C. S. Faller, USN, Commanding Officer, USS STETHAM (DDG 63) ltr of Jun 01
"To quote some of the volunteers: 'to see the smiles of all the children really moved me. But to have seen the schools that they learn in gave me more appreciation for the schools that our children [in America] are attending.'
 'I had a lot of fun. Just seeing the smiles on all the children's faces was simply a great feeling.'

'The look of happiness on their faces was priceless.'

'I've done volunteer work before, all in the U.S., but none of them made me feel as satisfied as it did … today. I feel I've given more of my services in one day compared to all others combined.'
The U.S. Navy's PROJECT HANDCLASP is irrefutably an indispensable program. U.S. Navy ships and Sailors are the perfect medium for this worthwhile program because they directly reap the benefits of satisfaction and recognition, not to mention cost savings on shipment. Though U.S. Navy's PROJECT HANDCLASP is advertised, it's the ship's name and Sailors that host citizens remember most. PROJECT HANDCLASP is an instrument for communication and friendship; even with limited verbal understanding, the action consistently follows the road to success, anywhere. The program must be firmly maintained and allowed to dynamically evolve to a bigger entity."
Commander T. L. Reese, USN, Commanding Officer, USS PAUL F. FOSTER (DD 964) ltr of 26 Feb 01
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"The combined COMREL and PH events in Pattaya, Thailand were extremely rewarding and successful. The PH materials provided an invaluable contribution. They greatly enhanced our effort to show good will and were received with gratitude by the recipients. My sincere appreciation goes out to the companies and families in the United States who donated these materials."

Captain D. Ziemba, USN, Commanding Officer, USS BLUE RIDGE (LCC 19) ltr of 16 May 01
USS FREDERICK Sailors distributed approximately 40 roller blades, helmets, and kneepads to children at the Wat Ban Cord School in Sattahip district, Cholburi Thailand. The children who received the toys appreciated the gifts and the time spent interacting with the men and women representing the U.S. Navy. The children themselves appeared to be in good health and well nourished and the school they attended was in fair condition, but needed some minor repairs and yard work, a need Fredrick Sailors helped address by performing a community relations (COMREL) project. Fredrick Sailors who participated in PROJECT HANDCLASP walked away feeling good about the things they had accomplished during the event, but wishing that there were more they could do for the children.

USS FREDERICK (LST 1184) 061330Z JUN 01
"Over the course of CHANCELLORSVILLE' s recent deployment throughout Western Pacific/Indian Ocean (WESTPAC) we have participated in a number of extremely rewarding community relations (COMREL) projects. However, the highlight of out efforts over the past few months was the opportunity to deliver PROJECT HANDCLASP goods to the people of Thailand.
On April 07, 2001, CHANCELLORSVILLE Sailors delivered all of our PROJECT HANDCLASP materials during a COMREL in Pattaya Beach, Thailand. The entire pallet of mixed clothing was taken to the Pattaya YWCA. All of the medical supplies from the other pallet were given to representatives of the Chonburi Clinic. More than 120 children at Ban Nok Primary School were given personal hygiene kits that our Sailors assembled from remaining items.  
Because of the generosity of PROJECT HANDCLASP contributors, an untold number of the Thai people will remember our visit as a caring and positive interaction between our two countries. We are sincerely grateful for their donations as well as the invaluable assistance we continue to receive from PROJECT HANDCLASP San Diego. Thank you again for your support of our COMREL efforts."
Captain G.O. Dorsey, USN, Commanding Officer, USS CHANCELLORSVILLE (CG 62) ltr of 26 Jun 01
"It was a fantastic endeavor to be able to support these beautiful children and the clinic with much needed material. With so many of my crew missing their families, it brings them a lot of joy to be able to put a smile on the face of a child. We thoroughly enjoyed the opportunities we had this deployment to distribute much needed material and to sustain the image of our great Country and Navy !"

Commander A.S. Levitt, USN, Commanding Officer, USS BENFOLD (DDG 65) ltr of  18 Aug 01
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"USS INGRAHAM personnel participated in the distribution of PROJECT HANDCLASP goods on 30 August 2001. The goods consisted of two pallets weighing 1800 pounds and valued conservatively at $3600 USD…. The goods were distributed to three schools on the island of Koh Yao. The goods were well received by the children. These items are hard to obtain with the limited budget of the Thai School System. Schools are allotted $9.33 USD per student per year. Ship volunteers expressed genuine enjoyment with the chance to travel to a local school and interact with the children. For many, this was the highlight of their liberty port in Phuket."

Commander S. J. Dinobile, USN, USS INGRAHAM (FFG 61) ltr of 14 Sep 01
"On 30 August 2001, we visited a very small school on the small fishing island of Kho Yoa, off the coast of Phuket, Thailand. Transportation was very scarce and the economy was almost non-existent. Very few roads and even fewer cars made it very difficult to get to the small school deep inside the island. However, the job still had to be done and we were up to the task…. We cleaned and painted six classrooms inside and out. After the major work was done we implemented quality time to play with the kids and distribute forty pairs of inline skates, kneepads and helmets. We also presented two push scooters…. The items sent by your office made a major impact on the kids of that little island, one that will last for years to come. The huge smiles were payment enough for the USS O'KANE Sailors who gave up liberty and great shopping in Phuket to lend a hand and bring some one-on-one joy to more than 75 children and teachers.

On 31 August 2001, we distributed Johnson & Johnson hygiene products to the Phuket Government Hospital…. The thanks seen in the eyes of the patients and their families spoke volumes of gratitude…. Usually the families of the patients would have to provide the items supplied through your office. This is a great help to those who do not possess what we take for granted in the United States."

Commander T. W. Skardon, USN, Commanding Officer, USS O'KANE (DDG 77) 
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SOUTH AMERICA
"I want to express my sincere appreciation to the Commanding Officer and crew of the USS ESTOCIN for their outstanding community service during their January 29-31 port visit to Limon, Costa Rica. The Limon Child Welfare Agency greatly appreciated the PROJECT HANDCLASP goods your ship delivered on January 29. In addition, the Pacure Elementary School Staff and students were thankful to the eight ESTOCIN crewmembers that helped paint the Pacuare Kindergarten building during their port visit.
These types of community relations projects and acts of heroism continue to reflect positively on U.S. Ships visiting Costa Rica and generate enormous amount of goodwill and popular support for future visits. I commend the Commanding Officer and crew of the ESTOCIN for their dedication to community service during their port visit to Costa Rica. I can assure you, The USS ESTOCIN will be welcomed back to Costa Rica."

Ambassador Thomas J. Dodd, American Embassy San Jose 082209Z Feb 01
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"At the transfer ceremony, kind words were exchanged between Commander Oldani, [then] USS ESTOCIN's Commanding Officer, and the various community representatives. Commander Oldani expressed the Navy's commitment to PROJECT HANDCLASP, explaining that the program was established to promote mutual understanding, respect and goodwill between Americans and Citizens of other lands. He emphasized that, private citizens and organization in the United States provided the donations, and the USS ESTOCIN was very pleased to transport the materials to the citizens of Costa Rica. He further detailed the significance of using Sailors as messengers for PROJECT HANDCLASP and how it allowed them to gain a special insight into the needs of countries less fortunate than our own.

I am grateful that ESTOCIN was able to be a link in the chain of goodwill from the private businesses providing the donations to the children who graciously accepted them. I sincerely hope we will have another opportunity to participate in PROJECT HANDCLASP in the future."
Commander James J. Shannon, USN, Commanding Officer, USS ESTOCIN (FFG 15) ltr of 7 May 01
In a ceremony in Bahia Malaga, Colombia, volunteers from all three participating ships donated two pallets of health supplies to a program administered by the Colombian Navy providing medical care to a small town near the base as well as to primitive jungle communities in the dense rainforest nearby. We combined one pallet of heath supplies from USS TICONEROGA (CG 47) with one pallet of health supplies stationed onboard USS HALYBURTON (FFG 40). CDR Whelan, COMDESRON 23 Medical Officer, formally turned over the materials to the director of the program and naval station hospital administrators. 

The final pallet of various children's toys was distributed in conjunction with a community relations project at the local school…[made] for an unforgettable day for over 250 grateful students ranging in age from 5 to 17 years.

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command PAO e-mail of 01 Aug 01
"On 13 August 2001, USS HALYBURTON Sailors delivered one pallet of Johnson & Johnson medical supplies to the Sacred Heart Convent Manta, Ecuador. The convent runs a small free clinic for the local community. The material was well received and a member of the local press was present for pictures."
Commander W.E. Rhoades III, USN, Commanding Officer, USS HALYBURTON (FFG 40) ltr of 20 Aug 01
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"All seven pallets of PROJECT HANDCLASP material were distributed by Nimitz Sailors in Callao, Peru. When the port visit to Callao had been cancelled, considerable planning and coordination was invested in meeting this significant engagement item.  CDR Danko, who is on the staff of the Military Assistance and Advisory Group (MAAG) in Lima, made arrangements with the charitable organization Caritas Peru. The clothing, medical and hygiene supplies will assist those in need in a nation that has suffered from recent earthquakes. The MAAG was able to obtain customs clearance. Determined to honor our commitments to those in need, NIMITZ made the delivery of the PH material a top priority."

Captain S.F. Firks, USN, Commanding Officer, USS NIMITZ (CVN 68) ltr of 13 Nov 01
"On behalf of the United States Embassy in Peru, thank you for making it possible for needy Peruvian people to receive PROJECT HANDCLASP donated material again this year.

Sailors and Marines assigned to the USS GUNSTON HALL distributed seven pallets of material during a Community Relations event in Ancon, a small village north of Lima, in September. In an atmosphere of friendship and generosity, hundreds of people received PROJECT HANDCLASP gifts. The most popular with the children were the toys, but the medical supplies and clothes were equally well received by parents. This event is a highlight of out annual engagement through the UNITAS exercise and distribution of Handclasp material is a key element. The Commanding Officer of the GUNSTON HALL commented that this was "one of the most remarkable days of his twenty-year career."
Ambassador John R. Hamilton, American Embassy Lima ltr of 18 Dec 01
"PROJECT HANDCLASP is the cornerstone of the UNITAS community relations campaign and will continue to be an important part of the annual multi-national exercise. The humanitarian relief supplies donated by the Navy's PROJECT HANDCLASP program not only allows our Sailors and Marines to lend a helping hand to those in need, it allows U.S. Sailors the chance to meet new people, make new friends and interact with the community. In addition, it allows the people of the communities they visit to meet the fine men and women of our Navy, our Marine Cops and our country."

Rear Admiral K.P. Green, USN, Commander, U. S. Naval Forces Southern Command ltr of 09 Jan 01
"In Cartegena, Colombia, the GUNSTON HALL donated two pallets; one hygiene [and] one toy, to the Accion Social Naval, an organization that supports sick and handicapped children in the Cartegena area. 

Sailors and Marines from GUNSTON HALL then visited the convent of San Pedro Claver in Manta, Ecuador to deliver three pallets of PROJECT HANDCLASP materials. The donation was made to the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Side who operate four sites in Manta to provide food and medical services to the poor.
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The centerpiece of the UNITAS exercise in Peru was a large combined U.S./Peru community relation (COMREL) project in an impoverished section of Ancon, Peru.  A major part of the COMREL project was the donation of PROJECT HANDCLASP materials.  Over 100 U.S. Sailors and Marines participated in this event which included painting and refurbishing two schools and distributing PROJECT HANDCLASP material to over 1,000 Peruvian civilians. Five pallets of material were distributed and we could easily have distributed five times as much. 

Representatives from the American Society of Rio de Janeiro and Instituto do Povo visited GUNSTON HALL at Naval Base Rio to receive three pallets of PROJECT HANDCLASP material. The material was provided to Instituto do Povo where it was used to help a free clinic for pregnant girls and women and 450 children in the impoverished areas around Gamboa."
Commander M. E. Donahue, USN, Commanding Officer, USS GUNSTON HALL (LSD 44) ltr of 9 Feb 02
"As always, the U.S. Navy does a wonderful job of showing the caring spirit of the American People. At times as difficult as these are for America, it is even more amazing that America still looks outside of its own needs and troubles to help others."
Senora Donna Moran, President, The American Society of Rio de Janeiro letter of Nov 02
"Of the six pallets given to DAUNTLESS, the first three were delivered to Fr. Jose Mariano in Santo Domingo and the second three to Heather Pierre in Trinidad. All materials were extremely well received and the condition of the material donated was excellent, timely and appropriate.  The Dominican Republic, including the city of Santo Domingo, has many poor and less fortunate people. The donations provided by PROJECT HANDCLASP, delivered by CGC DAUNTLESS, and distributed by Fr. Jose Marino, will undoubtedly improve the quality of life of the less fortunate in the Santo Domingo area. Three pallets were also delivered to the island of Trinidad, and received by Heather Pierre, a principal at a local school in Port of Spain. The small islands of Trinidad and Tobago also have many less fortunate who greatly benefited from the donations provided by PROJECT HANDCLASP."
Commander S.T. Baynes, USCG, Commanding Officer, USCGC DAUNTLESS (WMEC 624)  ltr of 5 Jun 01
MEXICO

"On behalf of the crew of HAMILTON, I would like to personally thank PROJECT HANDCLASP for its prompt assistance and support in providing materials for distribution on our recent patrol to Mexico…. There were three orphanages selected to receive PROJECT HANDCLASP materials…. The recipients of these materials were extremely grateful for the generosity provided by HAMILTON and PROJECT HANDCLASP."

Commander W.N. Collins, USCG, Commanding Officer, USCGC HAMILTON (WMEC 715) ltr of 09 Jan 01
"USCGC ACTIVE delivered two pallets (1200 pounds) of PROJECT HANDCLASP (PH) material to two organizations in Puerto Vallarta, MX during our mid-patrol break. La Asociacion Femenil Vallartense, A. C. received half of the PH food and medicine. La Asociacion Femenil Vallartense is a non-profit organization that provides adult education to individuals who dropped out of school at an early age or never had the opportunity [for] a suitable education.

The Center for Orientation and Rehabilitation (CORA) received the remaining half of the PH material plus most of the hygiene items. CORA, a center for troubled teens, primarily focuses on assisting teen-runaways and expectant teen mothers….
Participating in PROJECT HANDCLASP was a rewarding experience for the crew of ACTIVE. More importantly, participating in PROJECT HANDCLASP added a whole new dimension to our mission, which benefited everyone involoved. We look forward to participating in PROJECT HANDCLASP for future missions"

Commander  R.E. Reininger, USCG, Commanding Officer, USCGC ACTIVE (WMEC 618) ltr of 09 Mar 01
" On 21 June 2001, over 1,800 pounds of PROJECT HANDCLASP materials were delivered to Casa Hogar Orphanage in Puetro Vallarta, Mexico…. The orphanage is set up to care for  children that are 5 years of age and younger…. Although the facility appeared well cared for, it was apparent that a significant need exists for material goods such as the food and hygienic items that were delivered through PROJECT HANDCLASP."
Commander M.D. Hudson, USCG, Commanding Officer, USCGC STEADFAST (WHEC 6230) ltr of 18 Jul 01
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EUROPE

"In the month of June, USS STOUT (DDG 55) visited Dubrovnik, Croatia. A dozen STOUT Sailors volunteered to participate in a community relations project at a local elementary school. The school, which serves children from eight to eighteen, was located in a hillside town just outside the main city of Dubrovnik. Unfortunately , though years of wear and tear and some unsolicited graffiti, the school was in need of painting. Before the paint project began, the volunteers delivered two truckloads of humanitarian supplies to the school as part of PROJECT HANDCLASP. After introductions and interaction with some of the younger students, STOUT's team got to work. The materials were very well received by the schoolmaster and staff. The students were very responsive to the Sailors and helped out right away unloading and distributing PROJECT HANDCLASP materials."

Commander C.S. Sharpe, USN, Commanding Officer, USS STOUT (DDG 55) ltr of 06 Jul 01
"… USS MITSCHER … deliver[ed] a treadle sewing machine to the Sisters of Charity in Dubrovnik, Croatia on 10 March 2001. This organization provides boarding care to 60 girls, aged 8 to 18. They produce beautifully decorated stoles, robes, banners, and other church items.  Their only source of income is selling these items. 

The addition of the treadle sewing reduces their workload and will generate greater income for the charity, ensuring a better future for these young girls."

Commander M. R. Barclift, USN, Commanding Officer, USS MITSCHER (DDG 57) ltr of 07 Apr 01
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 "PROJECT HANDCLASP gives us a unique opportunity to make the world a better place by participating in direct, people-to-people projects overseas. Those of us who have deployed in the past have seen first hand how very fortunate we are to be Americans. By comparison we truly are the land of plenty.

I am very committed to this program. This is an opportunity for us as ambassadors of the United States to engage with other countries and demonstrate our values and support. It will also help our Sailors appreciate their important roll in helping those less fortunate than ourselves.  Our goal is 100 percent participation."
Rear Admiral Fitzgerald, USN, Commander Carrier Group Eight 181347Z Aug 01
Two pallets of PROJECT HANDCLASP material distributed to local Croatian hospital.

USS CARTER HALL  (LSD 50) 121155Z Aug 01
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"uring  a port visit to Palma, Spain, USS KEARSARGE delivered PROJECT HANDCLASP materials to San Vicente De Paul Nursing Home and D'Acollida A Dones I Familias, a shelter for battered women and children. All PROJECT HANDCLASP materials [consisting of Johnson & Johnson products, hygienic material and toys] were well received. The San Vicente De Paul Nursing Home houses 50 Elderly residents, and expressed gratitude for all the materials. The shelter was especially grateful for the toys. Roughly 700 children and 500 women are helped by this shelter per year."

Captain S.C. Schlientz, USN, Commanding Officer, USS KEARSARGE (LHD 3) ltr of 21 Nov 01
"During USS PONCE's port visit to Palma de Majorca from 22 August to 27 August…. PROJECT HANDCLASP material was distributed in conjunction with a Community Relations project at Servei de acolidla de la Donna  & Familia, a home for women at risk and their children.
We distributed 15 pair of in-line skate, ten skateboards, and two cases of helmets…. The wheels on the skates and boards were soon turning as the Sailors taught and helped the children to ride safely. One must remember that these children are from abusive and violent situations; so to have a strong man gently play with you and protect you was a joyful moment for the children and their mothers."
Commander T. J. Chassee, USN, Commanding Officer, USS PONCE (LPD 15) ltr of 24 Sep 01
USS GRAPPLE distributed PROJECT HANDCLASP material to Stella Mare Orphanage, Modragone, Italy….PROJECT HANDCLASP was a great experience for participating crew members and offered an opportunity to help others in need. USS Grapple crewmembers received a warm welcome and it was very obvious all HANDCLASP materials were well received. The positive portrayal of visiting American Sailors offers a very important image in today's ever-changing world. USS GRAPPLE looks forward to supporting any future PROJECT HANDCLASP activities. 
USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53) 151517Z OCT 01
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AFRICA

PROJECT HANDCLASP distribution of donations continue to be a major element and a very significant aspect to CINCUSNAVEUR's West African Training Cruise (WATC). PROJECT HANDCLASP is a cornerstone of our people-to-people program allowing the U.S. Navy and its Sailors to make a positive, lasting impression upon the citizens of host nations.

Commander in Chief, U.S. Naval Forces Europe 111634Z May 01
" I am happy to report the delivery of six pallets of PROJECT HANDCLASP materials to the countries of Mauritius and Madagascar. Both countries were extremely receptive and appreciative to receiving Handclasp materials. In Mauritius materials were delivered by ship's force to Terre de Paix pre-primary school and the Terre de Paix Vocational School. Both schools aid in the education of at risk or parentless children…. Medical supplies were delivered to Albion Community Health Center, which is a small neighborhood health facility with minimal assets. In Madagasgar - by far the poorest country we visited - food, drinks, and toys were delivered to a day care center and an orphanage. The medical supplies were given to Diego Suarez Hospital…. The two sewing machines were given to two women's organizations and were extremely well received.

Giving out these materials was an extremely rewarding experience for the SHERMAN crew…. As a practical matter, the medical supplies were a tremendous value and every effort should be made to increase the amount of material given out. The hospitals we visited were in appalling condition. Tylenol was a rare commodity and some deliveries were considered a God send."

Commander D. W. Ryan, USCG, Commanding Officer, USCGC SHERMAN (WHEC 720) ltr of 21 Jun 01
"On 7 November 2001, USS GUSTON HALL presented twelve pallets PROJECT HANDCLASP material, including three sewing machine workshops, to representatives of the South African Navy and the U.S. Consulate. This material was delivered to the Amy Biels Foundation in Capetown. The foundation provides education, training, recreation and medical services for children from low income families in the Capetown area.

On 15 November 2001, [the USS GUNSTON HALL presented] 24 pallets [of PROJECT HANDCLASP material including three sewing machines workshops] to representatives of the Ghanaian Navy for further transfer to needy citizens of Ghana…. The need in Africa is enormous and I am confident that, through the efforts of the host nation Navies and the U. S. Naval Attache the materials went to very good use."

Commander M. E. Donahue, USN, Commanding Officer, USS GUNSTON HALL (LSD 44) ltr of 09 Feb 01


PACIFIC ISLANDS

"USS PAUL HAMILTON participated in PROJECT HANDCLASP during a port visit to Pago Pago, American Samoa on 06 February 2001. Two pallets of Handclasp material were delivered to two Department of Human and Social Service run facilities: the Home for Battered Women and Children and the Fatu-o-aiga facility run by the Poor Sisters of Nazareth. The event was a success and helped reinforce the strong relationship that exists between the people of American Samoa and the United States Navy."
USS PAUL HAMILTON (DDG 60) 112145Z Feb 01
"I am pleased to report that all nine pallets of PH material were distributed during WALNUT's central Pacific patrol. The entire crew of the WALNUT participated in delivering the needed materials and supplies to the remote islands of Kanton, Karibati and Upolu, Samoa.
Four pallets were given to the impoverished residents of Kanton, Karibati. These included light clothes, Johnson & Johnson supplies, primary and high school books. The schoolteacher on the island was very happy to receive any amount of books… A number of our engineers helped rebuild a generator, which was the sole means of electricity on the island.

Five pallets were delivered to orphanages and a convent on Upolu, Samoa. The pallets consisted of elementary school books, toys, skateboards with helmets and Johnson & Johnson supplies. The residents showed their gratitude by inviting the crew to a fia fia, a Samoan celebration. The celebration gave the crew a chance for cultural exchange and an understanding of the Samoan people.

Participating in PROJECT HANDCLASP was a worth while event for the entire crew. It allowed the crew to make a personal connection with the people of each island. The genuine gratitude could be felt from the residents. WALNUT is looking forward to next spring and another chance to participate in PROJECT HANDCLASP."
Commander C. M. Smith, USCG, Commanding Officer USCGC WALNUT (WLB 205) ltr of 23 Jul 01
USS FREDRICK Sailors distributed over 2000 books to Xavier High School and Chuuk High School in Truk. The teenagers who received the books really appreciated the time spent interacting with the men and women representing the U.S. Navy.

FREDRICK Sailors distributed approximately 100 cases of medical and hygiene products to the patients at Pohnpei State Hospital…. FREDRICK Sailors who participated in the project walked away feeling good about the things they had accomplished during the event, but wishing there were more they could do for the hospital.
USS FREDRICK (LST 1184) 200600Z Jul 01
1st Marine Airwing Avaition Support Element (1st MAW AVN SPT) participated in community service related projects during deployment to Western Samoa. Four Pallets of PROJECT HANDCLASP materials were distributed during "Operation Sleighride".

1st MAW, Kaneohe Bay. HI e-mail of 10 Dec 01
ASIA

"USS COWPENS (CG 63) homeported in Yokosuka, Japan successfully completed a unique port visit to Mumbai (Bombay), India for the International Fleet Review, February 14-19, 2001. During this time, the ship participated in a highly visable Community Relation Project at St. Cathrine's Home. The Community Relation Project involved painting and delivery of five pallets of PROJECT HANDCLASP materials.
Taken care of by dedicated nuns, St Cathrine's is a special home and refuge for abandoned, orphaned and HIV positive born children and young teens. The staff and children of St. Cathrine's were very thankful for what we did and gave them. Those gifts … made a lasting impression of goodwill and friendship, especially the two sewing machines included in the five pallets.

We would like to thank PROJECT HANDCLASP for making this venture possible. We hope to continue in the near future delivering PROJECT HANDCLASP materials to other needy schools and homes to pass goodwill and friendship to other countries."
Captain P. S.  Holmes, USN, Commanding Officer, USS COWPENS (CG 63) ltr of 19 Mar 01
Mr. Jack Morse, President of PROJECT HANDCLASP Foundation, and former National President of the Navy League of the United States, traveled to  Hanoi, Vietnam and Bankok, Thailand making official calls with American Embassy Officials to discuss PROJECT HANDCLASP.  DIRECTOR PROJECT HANDCLASP 221800Z Mar 01
 "It is my great pleasure to report to you that all the PROJECT HANDCLASP materials were delivered to the Bak Ae Wan Orphanage in Pusan, Korea…. The staff and children were eternally grateful for all the items. They particularly were excited about the sewing machine and the fabric. This will enable the children to maintain their clothes and also receive vocational training to become self-sustaining as they move out of the orphanage. The children were overjoyed with the items, but were also extremely excited by the crewmembers of the USS INCHON interacting with them."

Captain S. M. Senteio, USN, Commanding Officer (acting), USS INCHON (MCS 12) ltr of 07 Sep 01 
During  Combined Afloat Readiness and Training exercise (CARAT 01) RUSHMORE Sailors distributed PH material to East Tapinac Elementary School and Olongapo City National High School, Olongapo City, Republic of the Philippines.

Commander Task Group 712.0 (CTG 712.0) 050228Z Jul 01


AUSTRALIA

USS CAMDEN delivered 14 pallets (10,550 pounds) to four organization in Western Australia. Medical [and hygiene] supplies were delivered to Debarl Yerrigan Aboriginal Medical Service, a clinic that works exclusively with aboriginal natives in downtown Perth.  Because of limited funding for the clinic the supplies were greatly appreciated.

After a three hour drive through the outback PROJECT HANDCLASP medical supplies were distributed to South West Aboriginal Medical Service in Bunbury. The clinic also works exclusively with aboriginal people. The staff indicated that there were many needy aboriginal people and the clinic was very grateful for the supplies.

Toys and books were delivered to Armadale Youth Accommodation Services. The remaining supplies were turned over to "Friends of Africa" a missionary organization that assists with refugee humanitarian relief.  They were especially grateful for the sewing machines.

USS CAMDEN (AOE 2) ltr of 2 Apr 01
"Eleven USS BENFOLD Sailors participated in a wonderful community relation project in Freemantle, Australia on 18 April 2001. The event took place at the Lady Lawley Cottage, a respite center for children with disabilities (ages 0-14).

We were greeted by the director and head of nursing, Rebecca Smith, and given a tour of the facility…. We spent the morning getting acquainted with the children. We played basketball, had a water pistol fight and spent quality time holding and talking to them. We were invited to share a barbecue lunch. Afterwards, PROJECT HANDCLASP toys were given to the children. They were very excited and joyfully received the gifts. We used the remainder of the afternoon playing with their new toys."
Commander A. S Levitt, USN Commanding Officer, USS BENFOLD (DDG 65) ltr of 11 Jun 01
ALASKA

"On behalf of the crew of HAMILTON, I would like to personally thank PROJECT HANDCLASP for its prompt assistance and support in providing materials for distribution on our recent Alaska patrol.  HAMILTON received two pallets of books, one pallet library books and the other school books . Dutch Harbor, Unalaska Island is a very small and remote town and the PROJECT HANDCLASP materials provide the community with a greater selection of books. In addition, the local school will benefit greatly from the new supply of school books now available. The crew of the HAMILTON helped the librarain put up the new books and fill the void that existed on the shelves. The recipients were extremely grateful for the generosity provided by the HAMILTON and PROJECT HANDCLASP. Currently 50 percent of the library's holdings are PROJECT HANDCLASP donated books."

Commander W. N. Collins, USCG, Commanding Officer, USCGC HAMILTON (WHEC 715) ltr of 01 Jul 01
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